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COVER PHOTO 
by Waldo T. Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


The front-paged in color is a repro of 
the birthday card Bill Breniman's son 
made for him. It's our first World 
Wireless Beacon color effort, and who 
better to bring color into our publica- 
tions than our venerable SOWP Foun- 
der, Bill Breniman? 


The means are now available to just 
about everyone, what with digital pho- 
tography as well as communications 
bringing its changes to bear on our lives 
and fortunes. I well remember the first 
time I met Bill at a meeting of the 
SOWP Golden Gate Chapter... 


He was sitting at the speaker's and offi- 
cer’s table, greeting me in a soft, steady 
voice as I was introduced to him by one 
of the members who had been at the 
door when I appeared as a new-member 
prospect. I was attracted then, and 
many times to come, by the veneration 
with which the individual members 
spoke of him. That was over 20 years 
ago, and we came to know each other 
better early on, as he sized me up for 
what part I might be able to play in his 
organization. Little did I know that he 
was adept at this, as others have since 
related how they found themselves con- 
tributing their skills to the service and 
betterment of the Society. Before many 
weeks had passed, I was busily at work 
bringing some order to his extensive 
mailing list that had become somewhat 
haphazardly handled by a commercial 
mailing house. 


Now Bill is 99 years of age, and the 
years have taken their toll. Many of our 
members have known him better than 
have I, so I have a plea to make to those 
who know him from the years gone by: 
would you please set down your memo- 
ries of Bill and send them to me so we 
might prepare a fitting 100th Anniver- 
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sary Supplement to the Beacon in 
2001? Pix and anecdotes especially 
welcome. 


QO 


PRESIDENT'S MES- 
SAGE 
by Jack Kelleher 
SOWP 2581-P, W4ZC 


As I write this the FCC Report and Or- 
der on Restructuring of the Amateur 
Service has just been released. The 
release was publicized via a Bulletin 
on the regular Monday evening SOWP 
CW net (The W8FEC/Art Schermer- 
horn Memorial net) which convenes 
every Monday evening, first on 14,055 
kHz at 2300 UTC, then on 7,052 kHz 
at 2400 UTC and on 3.555 kHz at 0100 
UTC Tuesday. Reaction of the net's 
participants was less than enthusiastic, 
as you might imagine if you have been 


‘following the commentaries on restruc- 


turing in various publications. 


The NCS of this net, Ben Russell 
(#1853-V) N6SL suggested that with 
this change in the status of CW, SOWP 
nets should strive to be more visible on 
the air. This was mentioned again on 
the Transcon Net on Thursday January 
6, and essentially the same comment 
was made by John McKinney, WOAP 
(#1001-SGP) the NCS of that net. 


Is this a viable course for SOWP? 
First I repeat that SOWP was not in its 
heyday and is not now a radio amateur 
organization. Yet, many SOWP mem- 
bers turned to amateur radio during or 
after their professional careers because 
CW is "in their blood". In earlier years 
SOWP members could listen to mari- 
time traffic at MF and HF, and recall 
memories of their days at sea, when 
contact with shore stations such as 
WCC, WSL, WLO, WNU, KPH and 
KFS meant safety and camaraderie 
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with their fellow operators. 


Now CW transmissions from these sta- 
tions are rare; ship to shore communi- 
cations and safety communications are 
accomplished by digital modes on HF 
and by satellite, and the only remaining 
CW link with their friends and ac- 
quaintances is amateur radio. The ama- 
teur bands are still gathering points for 
former wireless professionals, as evi- 
denced by the nets which are still active 
(see the list which appears in the WWB 
at frequent intervals; some of these nets 
have been active for twenty years or 
more). These nets have an air of profes- 
sionism which should impress listeners; 
the exchanges are concise, yet informa- 
tive, and provide an fine demonstration 
of how much information can be ex- 
changed via CW using appropriate ab- 
breviations. 


I foresee that in the future the most 
visible CW activity on the CW seg- 
ments of the amateur bands may well 
be these SOWP nets. And our nets 
serve the increasingly important objec- 
tive within SOWP of keeping in fre- 
quent touch with many of our mem- 
bers. 


The bottom line of this discussion is to 
ask that we not only keep these nets 
active, but recruit additional check-ins, 
and perhaps establish a coherent fre- 
quency plan so that people know where 
to find us on one frequency band or 
another. Listen in occasionally and 
hear how we sound, 
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EXECUTIVE SECRE- 
TARY'S COLUMN 
by Waldo T. Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


Secretarial call to Service: 


Within these pages you will note that 
we have lost the services of our Slop 
Chest Bos'n, Roy Couzin, W6JET. Roy 
and I exchanged numerous telephone 
and e-mail msgs over the years in his 
pursuance of supplying The Krewe 
with coffee mugs, caps, patches and 
pins, and his jovial bantering is already 
missed and will be even more so as the 
months slip by. Roy lost his battle with 
cancer in January. 


The supplies have been moved to our 
HQ in Geyserville Calif., following a 
400-mile round trip with my trusty 
1991 Toyota PU truck loaded to the 
max on the return leg. The supplies 
were more bulk than weight, and they 
now rest outside beneath two layers of 
heavy black plastic tarp. I ran out of 
indoor storage space some time ago. 
Outside is less than ideal storage, as we 
are in the midst of our rainy season, 
January through April, so I am quite 
reluctant to peel back the tarp to fill 
orders, but I will do so between down- 
pours when orders arrive. 


In the meantime, I await word from 
someone within PU driving distance 
who might volunteer to take on this 
task of service to the Society. 


Regarding our new web site, www. 
sowp.org - the members! e-mail list- 
ings were updated in January, and the 
required user's name and password re- 
quired to consult the listing is your 
SOWP serial number with dash and 
letter(s) in the user's box. Drop down 
to the next box and enter your surname, 
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followed without space by your ham 
radio callsign. All Alpha characters 
must be in CAPS. 


There is a second innovation: when you 
enter the web address in your browser 
URL space, enter it as follows for a 
look at the CHAT ROOM: www.sowp. 
org/chat. If you are new to this feature, 
you have only to arrange for a sked 
with one or more of your fellow mem- 
bers who have internet capability, just 
as you would with a CW rag chew. We 
regret that there is (as yet) no feature to 
equal the ability to call CQ, but we're 
working on that as well as a way to use 
your Morse key. I'd be interested to 
hear from members using AOL as to 
their ideas of trying something akin to 
their "You've got mail!" or their drop- 
down alert flag that is available to non- 
AOL denizens of the web. 


Personally, I'd like to see some old 
ship, aircraft, and Army field comm 
set-ups as photos or sketches, both for 
the Beacon and to be placed on the web 
pages. How about some of the old 
schematic diagrams? I was alerted re- 
cently to the existence of some patented 
Marconi blocks that were mandated for 
use as detectors but which were said to 
be of such poor functional quality that 
wireless men would smuggle their own 
blocks of "coal" on board as temporary 
replacements during their tour at the 
key. 


I apologize for my slowness in re- 
sponding to your most welcome corre- 
spondence have you ever faced hun- 
dreds of letters needing replies? The 
stack grows ever higher. 


73 
Waldo. 
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WELCOME - NEW 
MEMBERS 


A warm "Welcome Aboard"to the fol- 
lowing who have joined SOWP since 
our last issue. 


(Add to Section I of your 1998 Wire- 
less Register). 


LUDWIG, Eric E. 5636-V Eric/Cathy 
FOLT, 33 01 3055 4395, 9 Rue de la 
Broderie, 78340 LesClayesSousBois, 
France. (see comments below) 


BAIRD, David 5637-TA Dave/Pam 
WA9SPDS, 217 427-5959, P.O. Box 
49 3 Catling th S6ds.147% 
WA9PDS@poltec.net 


ROSKE, Robert A. 5638-M Robert/ 
Linda WAOCLR, 816 436-0069, 7504 
N. Brooklyn, Gladstone, MO 64118- 
2332, wa0clr@worldnet.att.net, first 
assignment USN USS Caloosahatchee. 
(see comments below) 


REINHOLD, Donald L. 5639-M Don- 
RD/Wandalee KOGOR, 402 489-5790, 
3740 LaSalle Street, Lincoln, NE 
68516, DRein71599@aol.com, 
KOGOR@juno first assignment air- 
borne radio operator on B-17 1952. 


FRIEND, Frederick A., III 5640-M 
Fred/Katherine WB2RHQ, 914 782- 
6151, 332 Lakeshore Drive, Monroe, 
NY 10950-1810, 7723412@frontiernet. 
net first assignment USS Randolph 


1964. 


(continued next page) 
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WELCOME - NEW MEM- 
BERS— From Page 3 


MURRAY, Gordon A. 5641-V 
Gordon/Patricia -KF6IAS, 707 875- 
2326, P.O. Box 622, Bodega Bay, CA 
94923, British Royal Navy 1943-46. 


MURPHY, Ambrose A. 5642- 
Ma /....5 353 51-357594, 3 Shear- 
water Close, Lauradell, Waterford, Ire- 
land, 1985 Military/Commercial/ 
Telegraphist EIL. 


JEUTTER, Dean C. 5643-TA CW- 
Doc/Chris K3GGN, 414 377-8397, 246 
Oak Street, Grafton, WI 53024, 


k3ggn@execpc.com. 


BOHNOVIC, John J., Jr. 5644-M JB/ 
Susan K4WJ, 954 432-1467, 9400 NW 
8 St., Pembroke Pines, FL 33024-6313, 
first assignment USN USS Hazelwood 
DD531 NAVJ 1963-65. 


GORSKI, Richard S. 5645-TA 
Rick/..... KGO9PA, 630 986-5753, 7515 
Sheridan Drive, Willowbrook, IL 
60514-2489. 


GARY, William R. 5646-M Bill/Parry 
K8CSG, 281 537-9240, 14834 Falling 
Creek Drive, Houston, TX 77068 
K8CSG@arrl.net first assignment CW 
Op. Post Signal, Ft. Devons, Mass. 
1955. 


FRANKO, Michael A. 5647-TA Mike/ 
RoseAnne WA2PBB, 914 928-9333, 5 
Andre Drive, Highland Mills, NY 
10930. 


NEW MEMBER COMMENTS 


From Eric E. Ludwig SOWP 5636-V - 
Thank you very much for your invita- 
tion to become a member of the SOWP. 
I think it is very important to record all 
we can of the history of maritime radio. 
The Dutch Minister for Transport, at 
the farewell Sparks meeting at Rotter- 
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dam on March 13th this year (1999) 
siad "It is a remarkable fact that never 
in the history of mankind (has) a pro- 
fession (been) created out of nothing 
(and yet) disappear after one century, 
all so rapidly and completely." 


I (was assigned) to listen to a military 
station on 5 Mc and take its coded 
messages. The band was full of sta- 
tions from one end to the other. I 
never (before) heard such a QRM, but 
most were readable. This lasted not 
long because the Dutch navy sent me 
to London. 

From Robert A. Roske SOWP 5638- 
M - From Nov 1966 I served as a Ra- 
dioman aboard the USS Caloosa- 
hatchee (AO-98) out of Newport, RI 
then on the USS Amphion (AR-13) out 
of Norfolk, VA. When I retired from 
the New Jersey National Guard in 
1989, I was a Platoon Sergeant in A 
Company of the 250th Signal Battalion 
supporting the 50th Armored Division. 
My web site is located at URL: http:// 
bobs-web.com/ 


——= 


CORRECTIONS/ 
ADDITIONS TO 
THE WIRELESS 
REGISTER - 1998 


Changes are given on a page-by-page 
basis so they can be marked into your 
personal copy. 


page 7 - change telephone number, 
BRIGGS, Lawrence W., 301 870-4823 


page 9 - change address, CARTER, 
Jeff 4998-M, 701 W. Grove Pkwy. 
#202, Tempe AZ 85283 


page 11 - change address, D'EAU 
CLAIRE, Ron 5033-M, 1604 Main 
Street, Forest Grove, OR 97116 
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page 13 - update personal information, 
GALONSKI, Adolph E. 2673-M, Abe/ 
Marie KCIW/KCIWYL, 262 285- 
3102, 240 S. Lar-Ann St. #2, Belgium, 
WI 53004 


page 25 - change address, PETERSON, 
Philip 5387-TA, 101 Harbor Lights, 
Seabrook Village, Tinton Falls, NJ 
07753 


page 30 - change address, TATE, 
Charles 2413-P, P.O. Box 8, Ontario, 
OR 97914-0008 


page 33 - change address, WISE, Laird 
M. 2447-P, 3622 S.E. 26th Ave., Port- 
land, OR 97202 


... - change call, telephone number and 
address, WOOD, William H. 4743-M, 
K4WAS, 912 673-1738, 103 Plantation 
Court, St Marys, GA 31558 


page 48 - Brockdorf, Carl R. 2494-P 
W8ZNG cbroczng@pathwaynet.com 


page 49 - Jackson, William T. 3612-V 
W6HDP wé6hdp@primenet.com 


page 50 - Musick, Josiah C. 4071-P 
KD4XT kd4xt@bsc.net 


.. - Peterson, Jack 0376-V W7YJ 
jbp15@juno.com 


page 51 - Wood, William H. 4743-M 
K4WAS nnn0Owas@camcomp.com 


et 
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ANNUAL SOWP INTERNATIONAL QSO ROUNDUP DEC 9-11, 1999 
T.K.PHELPS W8TP; J. KELLEHER W4ZC; J. SWAFFORD W4HU 1-30-00 


PTS 


223 (130+93) 


207 (129+78) 
206 (143+63) 
173 (116+57) 
171 (117+54) 
167 (116+51) 
140 (101+39) 
137 (83+54) 
135 (99+36) 
129 (87+42) 
118 (85+33) 
114 (78+36) 
108 (75+33) 
103 (76+27) 
100 (67+33) 
098 (77+21) 
094 (64+30) 
081 (69+18) 
087 (66+21) 
084 (75+09) 
082 (67+15) 
075 (54+21) 
069 (18+21) 
068 (47+21) 
065 (47+18) 
064 (52412) 
061(52+09) 
060 (42418) 
058 (43+15) 


058 (40+18) 
056 (44+12) 
053 (41+12) 


044 (35+09) 


043 (37+06) 
031 (28+03) 
028 (25+03) 
026 (26+00) 
025 (25+00) 
023 (23+00) 
022 (22+00) 
021 (18+03) 
019 (19+00) 
017 (14+03) 
012 (12+00) 


009 (09+00) 
009 (06+03) 
007 (07+00) 


005 (05+00) 


FIRST NAME 


GLENN 
W.J. 

M.D. 

BILL 

BEN 

JOHN F. 
EARL 
ROBERT 
BOB 
MARION J. 
ESTHER 
MICHAEL V. 
HARRY A. 
FRANK 
BORGE 
GEORGE A. 
THEODORE K 
EUGENE W. 
PHILIP 
CHARLES E. 
WILLIAM F. 
JOHN J. 
GEORGE E. 
ROBERT D. 
JOHN H. 
JOHN M. 
CHARLES 
GEORGE A. 
A.S. 

DF. 
JAMES 

ED 

DEAN 
MIKE 

JOE 
KENNETH 
EDMOND L 
JOHN L. 
GORDON J. 
DANIEL B. 
JOHAN 
JOHN 
EARL C 
PAUL C. 
GARETH 
JOHANNES J. 
DAN 
DONALD J. 
JOSHUA J 
PATRICK 
CHRIS 
JIM 

WILL 
HENNING 


LAST NAME 


SWIDERSKI 
OTTEN 
HALL 
CARROLL 
RUSSELL 
LALLY 
KORF 
HICKMAN 
SHRADER 
HENSON 
FROST 
ZBROZEK '! 
ALBRIGHT 
HICKAM 
HAAGENSEN 
PALMER SR 
PHELPS 
KLEIN 
BATTEY 
SPENCER 
WERNER 
KELLEHER 
MAYER 
ELDER 
SWAFFORD 
VASICAK 
BAKER 
LUCCHI 
NEWBOLD 
NEWMAN 
DONOGHUE 
MCCARTHY 
SEVER 
HOLL 
AMICARELLA 
PALMER 
BOUTON JR 
KURDEKA 
TUCKER 
COURTNEY 
FARSTAD 
MC KINNEY 
BAKER 
EDMISTON 
LINDER 
FLIPSE 
MEYER 
GAGNE ~ 
BREHM 
O'BRIEN 
WINCEY 
WARREN 
DENNIS 
SCHON 


CALL 
W7GS 
N7WO 
K2LP 
AC5BG 
N6SL 
W1HDC 
K2IC 
AASWE 
W6BNB 
W6NKR 
KA4IFF 
K8XF_ 
W4ZCT 
N3RSD 
VE7VB 
K7EF 
W8TP 
W4GC 
W3FZV 
W8PQO 
W3FYK 
W4ZC 
K4HEB 
KA2ZNE 
W4HU 
W9ZEN 
W2KTF 
W6NVN 
W6MMG 
W7CO 
N1ACZ 
W1YT 
W8IM 
NT7G 
W7IZE 
K2FJ 
K3CJQ 
K7DV 
W7FLF 
WOABO 
N8DYC 
WOAP 
K6MG 
K4GSK 
W1ACL 
PA3GNO 
KBOW 
W2LID 
AE2L 
K8LEN 
N1BKR 
N7YS 
W1WA 
SM7FYK 


SA TIING 
BUFFALO 
VANCOUVER 
EASTHAM 
NO. LITTLE ROCK 
MANDEVILLE 
GARLAND 
LINCROFT 
COPPERAS COVE 
SEBASTOPOL 
SACRAMENTO 
LAKELAND 
NEW PORT RICHEY 
VALKARIA 
WILMINGTON 
Ve CTORDAW BoC. 
WAPATO 
NEWARK 
NAPLES 
PATAGONIA 
PENNVILLE 
BETHLEHEM 
SILVER SPRING 
SPRING HILL 
LIVERPOOL 
ARLINGTON 
OGLESBY 
BELLMORE 
PHOENIX 
BELMONT 
SEATTLE 
AUSTIN 
LEMPSTER 
LEESBURG 
BELLINGHAM 
SEASIDE 
EAST AURORA 
LAUREL 
DOUGLAS 
JEFFERSON 
BRADENTON 
SUNBURY 
DANNEBROG 
NEWTON 
MOBILE 
BRAINTREE 
MIDDELBURG 
AMERY 
BRIELLE 
ROSE HILL 
PEKIN 
JACKSONVILLE 
MEDICAL LAKE 
SANBORNVILLE 
S 216 17 MALMO 


STATE 


CANADA 


SWEDEN 


SERIAL # 


55321 
4929 
ehlaby, 
5161 
1853 
3043 
0613 
4968 
a ¥/ 
3708 
33,75 
3581 
2613 
5136 
664 

2310 
881 
4516 
5505 
4058 
4528 
2581 
4659 
4587 
783 

1140 
4416 
1704 
2407 
58 

3001 
3035 
3446 
4992 
4187 
887 
1292 
2300 
3813 
1156 
4869 
1001 
1442 
5580 
4031 
3942 
5594 
4727 
3109 
1305 
3725 
2924 
3143 
4924 
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SOWP DIRECTION 


Waldo: 


Just thought I would drop a line while 
my thoughts were centered on SOWP. 


Things have not been great here but I 
am struggling to get back to sea for my 
last hurrah (even though it will be as a 
Computer Cutie). 


From varied inputs it seems that 
GMDSS is a joke and that is about the 
way I figured it would be. 


It seems to me that I remember the 
SOWP was concerned about out dimin- 
ishing membership and if we would 
have to throw membership open to 
anybody that wandered in off the street. 


I am a firm believer that the "last drink 
in the bottle" is better than giving 
membership to just anybody in order to 
keep Society alive. 


The military fraternal organizations 
such as. the VFW and the American 
Legion are experiencing the same prob- 
lem simply because the existing supply 
of veterans is rapidly dying with no 
world events to replace them. 


However I think they have a good idea 
in that they presently have in place or- 
ganizations such as "Sons of American 
legion" and Legions Auxiliary 
(Womens). The only prerequisite for 
these organizations is that you had a 
blood relative that served under honor- 
able conditions while you yourself 
never got close to wearing a uniform. 
When the actual number of real veter- 
ans gets too low for a post to function, 
then the sign out front of the post can 
be changed and at LEAST people with 
some idea of the common interests will 
carry on. This in my mind is much bet- 
ter than throwing membership open to 
the general public. maybe this is some- 
thing for the VWOA and SOWP to 
look at. 


735 
Keith D. Collins 
SOWP 4986-M, KIBTD 


Response to above letter 
Hi Keith! 


Your letter of 06 January received. You 
bring up the long-term consideration of 
whether we shall become, at some fu- 
ture time, a "last-man club." In the 
manner in which you find difficulty in 
getting back to sea as a radio officer, 
we as officers of the SOWP, and the 
Board of Governors, have this quan- 
dary always in the forefront of our de- 
terminations as to corporate longevity. 


You also intimate the possibility of es- 
tablishing an "auxiliary" similar to the 
"Sons of the American Legion." We 
have a membership category that Bill 
Breniman early-on established as 
"Technical Associate." These members 


_aren't "off the street" in my opinion. 


Their applications for membership in- 
clude such interests as the history and 
personal exploits of our professional 
members. This falls directly in line 
with our continuing efforts to docu- 
ment that history and to encourage 
those of us who remain in this world of 
being to write and tell for all to read 
what it is that makes us collectively 
unique. 


No small task! Many of us were alone 
on watch and off during our days at 
sea. A fact of life: we do have to catch 
a few hours' sleep now and then. How 
did we accomplish this? I know, and 
you know, but consider that we are 
documenting not only the auto-alarm 
hardware (and built-in software as 
well) that gave us those few hours of 
sleep, but we are trying to document 
what it was like on the high seas that 
made 24-hour coverage of certain fre- 
quencies a mandatory policy. How 
often were we awakened by the auto- 
alarm? How did we feel about its com- 
ing and eventual installation on board? 
Do you remember a particular reply to 
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the alarm, and its outcome? 


If a technical associate happens to have 
a background in writing and editing, 
and volunteers to help us with our 
documentation, I am reminded of an 
old WW-I refrain: "They also serve 
who only stand and wait. At headquar- 
ters we keep watchful eye on the bal- 
ance in the treasury. If a member sends 
in $40.00 for three-years' dues, we 
must morally and by law have a clear 
sight ahead for three years' continuous 
service to the membership. When the 
day comes that the exchequer drops 
below that figure, we will close the 
three-year option, and reduce it to two. 
It is unlikely that we would ask for a 
referendum to "open the door to all 
comers." Even if we did, the general 
public is besieged by associations urg- 
ing "join now." Only very special per- 
sons would be interested in our cause, 
which most likely would make them 
eligible for the Technical Associate 
certificate of membership. 


Members' letters are always welcome. 
It is not possible for the secretary to 
answer them all, but from time to time 
a general "answer" is published such as 
this one. In this regard, there was a 
memorable cartoon in a national daily 
paper long ago that featured a young- 
ster at his father's knee, saying, 
"Daddy, what did you do in the war?" 
What a story we have to tell our grand- 
children! Some of them may learn of 
our work only through what we pub- 
lish in the World Wireless Beacon. 
Can't you just hear someone saying, 
"Gramps, why did they call it CW?" 
And with a shock during the holiday 
visit of my 12-year-old great-great- 
granddaughter, I was suddenly speech- 
less, all too aware that Continuous- 
Wave vs. ICW vs, voice modulation 
was not the easiest conundrum to ex- 
plain to this third-generation carrier of 
my genes! 


-73 
Walt, K6DZY 


The World Wireless Beacon 
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SPARKS, WAVES & 
WIZARDS: COMMUNI- 
CATIONS AT SEA 


(Reprinted and excerpted from 
"The Anchor Light," Septem- 
ber 1999 issue, by permission. 
The Anchor Light is the offi- 
cial journal of the U. S. Mer- 
chant Marine Veterans World 
War II, P O Box 629 San 
Pedro CA 90733. You may visit 
the SS Lane Victory on the 
internet at www. 
lanevictoryship.com or _  on- 
board at Berth 95, San Pedro.) 


The San Francisco Maritime National 
Historical Park and the National Mari- 
time Museum Association ... announce 
the opening of "Sparks, Waves & Wiz- 
ards: Communications at Sea," a dy- 
namic new interactive exhibition that 
tracks the history of maritime commu- 
nication from semaphore to satellite. 


The exhibit is open to the public at the 
Maritime Museum at the foot of Polk 
Street, San Francisco, California. Ad- 
mission is free; call (415) 556-3002 for 
days and hours. 


The "Sparks" exhibit is a permanent 
addition to the Museum, is to be sta- 
tioned on the ship-shaped building's top 
floor, providing bridge-to-bridge views 
of San Francisco Bay. There, for the 
first time in the City's history, the gen- 
eral public is invited to see, hear and 
chart the movements of tankers, ferries 
and fishing boats at work around the 
Bay. Visitors may spot a vessel by eye 
or telescope, listen to its radio transmis- 
sions, identify its "blip" on an old fash- 
ioned "radar-sweep" and then track its 
name, speed and course on a carto- 
graphic map of Bay vessel traffic. 


One of the highlights of the "Sparks" 
exhibit is a walk-in, authentic recrea- 
tion of a 1943 Victory ship radio 
room... containing restored and work- 
ing radio equipment. Other interactive 
exhibits make it possible to decode ac- 
tual signal flags flying from the his- 
toric ships at Hyde Street Pier and to 
signal visitors on the pier by working 
the louvers of a ship's signal light. 
Visitors can even send and receive ac- 
tual spark radio signals (an early 20th 
Century technology) and explore short- 
wave radio, translating live Morse code 
with an electronic aid. (SOWP visitors 
may waive the translator! --Ed) 


The "Sparks" exhibit is developing 
through the auspices of a team of histo- 
rians and designers led by Exhibits Cu- 
rator Richard Everett at San Francisco 
Maritime, working with exhibit spe- 
cialists The Sibbett Group, and fabrica- 
tors Delphi Productions. The effort is 
made possible by a $250,000 contribu- 
tion from D. Kenneth Richardson to 
the National Maritime Museum Asso- 
ciation, the non-profit partner of San 
Francisco Maritime National Historical 
Park. Mr. Richardson's gift is in honor 
of his father, George Harry Richard- 
son, who was a radio enthusiast and 
operator during World War I and II, 
and the Vietnam War. 


QO 


PROJECT LIBERTY 
SHIP 


The S.S. JOHN W. BROWN is under- 
going a major restoration and will soon 
be making a voyage to the Great Lakes. 
The BROWN was reactivated in 1991 
with the goal to ensure that this Liberty 
Ship survives as a reminder of the hard 
work, sacrifices and patriotism that 
built the nation and carried it to victory 
in World War II. 


The BROWN will steam from Balti- 


more for Toledo, Ohio on 15 May 
2000 where she will undergo the last 
major phase of her restoration, the re- 
placement of all of the bad rivets in her 
hull. After about six weeks she will 
embark on the next leg of her voyage 
making port calls in Windsor, Ontario, 
Erie, Cleveland, Buffalo, Toronto, 
Montreal and Halifax with day cruises 
from Windsor, Cleveland, and To- 
ronto. This voyage will provide an 
opportunity to show her off to visitors 
who have never seen a Liberty Ship. 
This is also a great chance for many of 
you to again walk the decks of one of 
the vessels so vital to victory. 


Project Liberty Ship is requesting con- 
tributions to purchase oil for the voy- 
age. Recognition will be given to 
those submitting contributions. Fur- 
ther information may be obtained 
from: Project Liberty Ship, P.O. Box 
25846, Highlandtown Station, Balti- 
more, MD 21224. Website: http:// 


www. liberty-ship.com 
Qo 


WEB USE GUIDE 


On our new web site, www.sowp.org, 
the members' e-mail listings were up- 
dated in January. The user's name and 
password required to consult the listing 
is your SOWP serial number with dash 
and letter(s) in the user's box. Drop 
down to the next box and enter your 
surname, followed without space by 
your ham radio callsign. All Alpha 
characters must be in CAPS. 


The following list of usernames and 
passwords are now available for the 
Members Only Directory. Column 1 is 
the username and column 2 (after the 
space) is the password 
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1529-M ABBITKOGAE 
5074-M ADSITNY2V 

5632-V ALGRANT 

3204-M ALLENN6XD 

5561-V AMODEOW2AX 
5451-TA BADERW3NNL 
5637-TA BAIRDWA9SPDS 
1442-V BAKERK6MG 
5598-TA BARMOREKB9GKX 
3509-V BARRETT VY2YN 
4451-M BERGVE7KEN 
5533-TA BERRYK8UGL 
5564-M BESENYEINT8X 
5539-M BIGSETHLA2TD 
3189-M BODEW6USN 
3665-M BOGERTAI2X 
5605-M BOGNERWA7EES 
5644-M BOHNOVICK4WJ 
2958-P BOYDK6DZY 
5157-TA BREIDTKB7RNV 
2494-P BROCKDORFW8ZNG 
2334-M BROOKSN1PG 
5596-V BROWNWA2TWS 
4981-M CALDERAZZOWB4U0K 
4857-M CALLAWAYNA4II 
5174-M CAMMARATAW3AWU 
4958-M CARAVELLOW8MCP 
4998-M CARTERKK6RY 
5526-TA CASALEW2NI 
2806-P CHAMBERSW7BYK 
5536-TA CHITTINAKBORQN 
5170-M CIZEKW3MC 

5583-M COWLINGWA2DFI 
5626-M CROSSLANDWSNV 
4557-V DALEN3BNC 

3301-P D'ANGELOAB6E 
5033-M D'EAUCLAIREAC7AC 
3143-V DENNISW1WA 
5516-TA DIETZW2ZF 

3980-V DI MENTOKD6KUV 
5567-M DOLEKA1EFO 
5614-P DOWDENKB7SVA 
5122-V DOWLINGW6YCO 
5622-TA DUFFYK3LR 
5631-M DUNNK7YD 

4392-V EBERLEINW6YHM 
5580-P EDMISTONK4GSK 
4114-V EDWARDSW2IQX 


nee 


5610-M EDWARDSWS5EV 
3634-V ELDRIDGEVE7BS 
5633-M ESTRADA 

4853-V FARNSWORTHN4MPD 
1591-V FARRANCEN3BZ 
4136-M FESPERMANKS4HU 
1664-P FLOOK 

5603-TA FRANKLINK6DF 
5647-TA FRANKOWA2PBB 
3836-M FRIELK3SXA 
5640-M FRIENDWB2RHQ 
5101-M FULTONKC6WNN 
2673-M GALONSKIKC1W 
0180-V GALVEZK6ING 
2572-V GANNW0BM 
5590-M GARBE 

5646-M GARYK8CSG 
5573-HN GATTS 

4627-V GAVINNU3D 
3370-V GLASSK6RQ 
5144-M GRIFFITHGWOOPY 
0276-M GROZINSKIW2CG 
3854-M GUSTAFSSON 
4029-V HADADAA6SB 
5146-V HAMILTON 
5535-TA HAMLETW2QBR 
5595-TA HARRISKZ7L 
5190-M HARROPVE7ANG 
5615-V HENDRICKW7YUY 
3708-V HENSONW6NKR 
4968-M HICKMANAASWE 
5620-TA HILLW5HX 
3972-V HOEPFERN7BJT 
5579-M HOGINK7ZEN 
4992-M HOLLNT7G 

5602-V HONEAW4HM 
5607-M HUDELSONKS5DL 
3268-M HUTCHINSZL1MH 
3612-V JACKSONW6HDP 
5630-M JAWORSKIWAI1MJE 
5606-TA JEFFERSONKB2RKW 
5624-TA JEFFRIESWSEFB 
5643-TA JEUTTERK3GGN 
5600-TA JOHNSONWA6SBB 
5523-M JOHNSONK1HGK 
4307-V JOHNSONK6SWL 
3217-V KAPAGIANN8AWH 
4586-M KAPITANYAA7UY 
5195-TA KEELKBOZE 
2581-P KELLEHERW4ZC 
4190-V KEMPERW6JN 
3642-V KENNEDYN4SU 


March 2000 


5574-TA KLEINMANWASY 
5547-TA KOFLERKF2TP 
3345-M KOOISTRANG6Y 
5548-TA KOTTWZ8C 
3043-V LALLYW1HDC 
3135-V LANEWOPIV 
5197-M LEACHK3KLC 
3038-M LEISTKB5W 
3138-M LION 

5156-M LION 

4402-V LODATOWSIIA 
4792-V LONISW2MXE 
3358-M LOVIE 

1963-P MACDONALDW1PEX 
4726-M MACLEODVEIFE 
2064-M MAIAWSYI 

4987-V MARCHETTOW2NKJ 
5554-V MARSHK3AS 
2964-V MAURSTADW3HUV 
4979-V MAXWELLW2DU 
4659-V MAYERK4HEB 
1444-P MCAVOYW4GOG 
3035-V MCCARTHYW1YT 
5619-TA MCGAVRANWSPNY 
5584-M MCMAHONNSJEF 
5588-P MELLINGERNI6P 
2313-M METCALFEVE6BF 
3851-M MIKALSENLA3FL 
1089-P MILLERVE7KC 
5623-M MILLERN8ZWY 
4999-V MILLERK1AU 
3924-V MILLERK2GCE 
5171-TA MOEKOSIA 

5618-V MORGANWS5PRV 
4071-P MUSICKKD4XT 
3239-M NASHKF60SA 
5530-M NICHOLSK6BJO 
5140-M O'BRIENK2CPF 
5534-M OSSAAOPP 

1965-M OSTROWSKIN2NA 
4929-M OTTENN7WO 
2310-P PALMERK7EF 
5587-TA PARDUEWS5OS 
5527-TA PENISTENWB9DIF 
4128-M PERSSONSM6AUM 
2877-V PESTYKVESVP 
0376-V PETERSONW7YJ 
0881-P PHELPSW8TP 
5558-M PLADSENAE0Q 
4983-M PRATTWB3ANC 


(continued next page) 


The World Wireless Beacon 


aks 


March 2000 


WEB USE GUIDE—From 
Page 8 


5055-V PROPSTK4PTU 
4711-M RAUCHW4VZ 
5037-P RAYNERW3CTR 
5143-P READW4YIH 
5498-TA RECKN4PS 
4464-V REDDINGVEIIZ 
2491-M REESEWB6TMY 
4984-M REEVEZS4NR 
3659-P REIDVE7LR 
5639-M REINHOLDKOGOR 
5092-P ROGERSKH6AAU 
5585-TA ROGOZINSKIN7BG 
5638-M ROSKEWAO0CLR 
2757-P ROWEK7HA 
5604-TA RUOCCOW2XKV 
1853-V RUSSELLN6SL 
4891-M SCHALLENBERGNFS5H 
4278-M SCHULTZWI3U 
0157-SGP SHRADERW6BNB 
1682-M SHUMANNP2AG 
2772-M SIEBERTK1TV 
2068-V SILVERNK6RXU 
0662-M SINGERK6KSG 
4186-V SNOWW6UUC 
4058-P SPENCERW8PQO 
5635-M SPRENGERDL6LAO 
1893-P STAPLESVE3GSK 
5545-M STARKKU7Y 
2927-V STEPHENSKA4BIJ 
5147-V SUGGSW2RPH 
5088-M SVANHOLMN3RF 
5531-TA SWIDERSKIW7GS 
2460-P TIBBETTSK6QFZ 
4069-M TOWNERVA7XX 
4614-V TREADWAYK1SRF 
2597-V TURIKVE3BJK 
2924-M WARRENNF7I 
2259-M WEBBVE7CKT 
3586-V WELLSWS5JNK 
5613-TA WILCOXW3WV 
2841-M WILSONK6GPB 
2660-M WILSONAL7KK 
4743-M WOODWB2FOM 
3581-M ZBROZEKK8XF 
5616-M ZIELINSKIKOPV 


ite one Tg fae ee 


MEMBER 
CORRESPONDENCE 


Earl - 

On the Richard Johnstone .thursday 
evening, 2000 pst net we have been 
running three stations as the NCSs. 
First is Tuck, W7FLF, then Bob, 
W6BNB, then MH (Marion), W6NKR, 
then back to Tuck again, and so on. 
You might make that correction in the 
Beacon. Thanks. 


What we need is more check-ins, like 
K6GPB - Hi. 


73 
Bob Shrader 
SOWP 0157-SGP, W6BNB 


Dear Waldo: 


I enjoy reading the articles, letters and 
news in the World Wireless Beacon. I 
also like to talk with Jack Kelleher, 
W4ZC, John Swafford, W4HU and 
Earl Korf, K2IC on what is left of the 
Capital Area SSB Net Chapter 10 on 
7280 kHz at 10:00 a.m. every Tuesday. 


Back in the 1930's I shipped out of Se- 
attle on ships to Alaska during the 
summers, then operated a 5-kw broad- 
cast station at Pullman, WA - KWSC 
(Washington State College). During 
1939-48 I was with the CAA in 
Alaska. In 1949 went to Washington 
D.C. headquarters of CAA which be- 
came FAA were I retired in 1976. 


73 


Lew Danes 
SOWP 0386-P, W3FZT 


Editor. 


The Society for the Preservation of 
Antique Radio in Canada (SPARC) 


invites those interested in vintage radio 
and communications equipment to look 
at their web site at: 


www3.bc.sympatico.ca/radiomuseum 


Some of the items date back to the 
WW/1 and the Titanic era. The museum 
is located in Coquitlam (near Vancou- 
ver) British Columbia and open to the 
public on Sunday, or by appointment. 
The Canadian Heritage Radio net oper- 
ates from the museum every Sunday at 
9 AM on 3.795 mhz with the call letter 
VE7CHR. For further information con- 
tact Al Miller, VE7KC by email at: 


almiller@vip.net 


73 
Al Miller 
SOWP 1089-P, VE7KC 


Hi SOWP: 


Good luck and hope you can find 
someone to keep the Southwest Chap- 
ter alive. I'm sorry I can not help in 
that respect. 


73 
Cliff Bruce 
SOWP 3812-V, W7ER 


Editor: 


I certainly enjoyed the last two issues 
of World Wireless Beacon. I espe- 
cially enjoyed the stories by John 
McKinney. Try to get him to write 
some more. 


73 


Bob Falk 
SOWP 2512-V, WOYCG 
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Dear Waldo: 


Before it gets too late, I would like to 
inquire if any of the membership were 
involved in the so-called "Forgotten 
Convoy of North Russia of 1943." Due 
to the heavy losses to merchant ship- 
ping during the summer months of 
1942, the British Admiralty decided to 
forgo any convoys during the summer 
of 1943. Therefore, we were in North 
Russian waters from early March until 
the end of October of 1943. Somewhat 
interesting but also boreing as we RO's 
did not stand any watches. 


It is with dismay I read of the passing 
of Morse code and our long time ma- 
rine stations, but I guess that's what we 
must pay for progress. Thank good- 
ness we can still get on the CW bands 
in ham radio. 


73 
Herb Wagner 
SOWP 2601-V, K4GFF 


Editor: 


I am looking to see if SOWP might 
have any infomation about my father 
Melvin E. Hanson or his invention the 
Melhan Valient telegraph key. I was 
hoping to be able to find a way to find 
& obtain one of his keys, as mine has 
disappeared. Any information you may 
have would be appreciated. I can also 
be reach at POB 747 Lake Lure, NC 
28746, or 828-625-5555. Also if you 
know of any publications that may 
have information that are available for 
sale. 


Thank you, 


Melanie Hanson 


Waldo: 


Have a story that might interest some 
old timers. Back in the mid 40's mili- 
tary aircraft operating between the 
states and Honolulu would work KSF- 
KVM enroute. At this time most air 
transports were C54's or the Navy ver- 
sion R5D's. We were required to send 
position reports hourly and any other 
information that might be valuable to 
later flights. It was important that pi- 
lots were aware of weather conditions 
ahead, so each aircraft got his WX re- 
port. First operator gets his QTC, re- 
turns with a "K", KSF responds with 
his WX at about 15-18 WPM, R, no 
problem. Shortly thereafter a Navy 
operator gets his turn and gives KSF a 
GO, in American Morse, KSF came 
back at about 30 WPM, R, no problem. 
My turn, using my trusty Vibroplex, I 
give him "Shoot" in American Morse, 
pause, brrrrt, about 1/2 through the 
message I gave him the long "T" and 
WA if, this old boy answered with the 


-' remainder of the text at 10 to 12 WPM. 


Upon completion, which to me seemed 
about an hour later, he got my R. A 
number of operators, who just hap- 
pened to be listening, opened up 


If so I'd sure like to hear from him. It 
would sure make my day. 


Burton A. Cobb 
SOWP 2573-V 


Editor: 


I certainly enjoyed the last two issues 
of World Wireless Beacon. I espe- 
cially enjoyed the stories by John 
McKinney. Try to get him to write 
some more. 


73 
Bob Falk 
SOWP 2512-V, WOYCG 


Dear Mr. Boyd: 


It's such a beautiful Fall day here in 
Indiana with the sun shining brightly in 
a blue sky that I have enclosed a check 
for three years' dues. I'm feeling so 
good that I plan to stick around for at 
least another 20 or so years. 


Thanks for publishing my last letter. 
I've made contact with some folks in- 
terested in the CAA/FAA Society of 
Airway Pioneers. As usual the Beacon 
of March 99 was terrific reading. 
That's probably another reason I feel 
good being associated with a great 
group. Keep up the good work and 
thanks again for a great publication. 


Walt Hamilton 
SOWP 5146-V 


Dear Waldo: 


I was really struck by Dick Dillman's 
"End of Morse at KPH" in the same 
(September 1999) issue. For many 
years I maintained my Telegraph Sec- 
ond (no First; never went to sea or 
worked in a coast station). During 
WWII I stood watch on the high-speed 
CW circuits of the old CAA (Civil 
Aeronautics Administration) in Alaska, 
at Kodiak--KMZG and for a brief pe- 
riod at Navy NHB. 


KMZG was a big point-to-point CW 
operation on Woody Island just off the 
village of Kodiak. In late 1944 three of 
us ops at KMZG were detailed to Fort 
Greely just south of town to ‘help’ out 
at their Army Airways CW station: one 
operating position and 32 ops assigned. 
Sudaenly they all disappeared in the 
South Pacific and we three CAA ops 
manned the station alone on watch 
around the clock. I was stuck with the 
hectic day watch. 
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Two huge Matson liners steamed up 
Kodiak Channel one sunny morning 
and by evening whisked the entire Fort 
Greely off to a real warzone. Left hold- 
ing the Fort were we three ops, a car- 
penter and a plumber. Next day we 
were moved next door into the shiny 
new Kodiak Naval Air Station, NHB. 
So ended my WWII ‘military’ career: 
operating an Army station on a Navy 
base, and I was a civilian. 


73 
Don Devendorf 
SOWP 1150-V, W8EGI 


Hi Walt: 


Enclosed is a check for dues and a 
$5.00 donation toward operating ex- 
penses. The Web Site sure seems nice 
and should help us with membership. 
Let me know via e-mail when the site 
expands and the general membership 
can access the membership lists. I will 
then advise those on radio nets. 


73 and HNY with no Y2K problems! 
Ben Russell 
SOWP 1853-V N6SL 


Secy Waldo T. Boyd: 


Certainly did appreciate our coverage 
of Morse at sea-closing at Globe Wire- 
less. It was great for you all to witness 
it for us. Please keep things going, in- 
cluding coverage of English coastal 
station GKB, Rome Italy IAR, CLA 
Habana, etc. 


Sincerely and 73 


George Ward 
SOWP 2372-V, W8JWX 


Dear Waldo: 


This will be my first correspondence 
since being accepted into the Society of 
Wireless Pioneers. I hope to be back 
on H.F. soon. Due to various changes 
in plans this widower has not been on 
H.F. for quite some time and I'm look- 
ing forward to making some contacts. 
Also, I plan on submitting correspon- 
dence or traffic to find out if there is 
anyone out there that was involved in a 
shipping company during WWII 
named the Norwegian Fruit Express 
Line on ships "Oregon Express" and 
"California Express." In addition, re- 
garding a March 1943 submarine attack 
on a convoy where one ship which car- 
ried 6,000 tons of TNT exploded. It 
will be interesting if I will be able to 
track, lets say, "a participant" in one of 
the so many convoy attacks in the At- 
lantic. 


Well sir, I trust it will not be too far in 
the future that I will be able to contact 
some if not all of you. 


Incidentally I am an official bugler for 
the VFW Honor Guard and I may add a 
seventy five year old bugler does not 
sound quite as good as a twenty year 
old. However, all of you are in my 
thoughts when the time for taps comes, 
meaning of course the honor extended 
to the living as well as the silent keys. 


73 for now 
Eric E. Harris 
SOWP 5597-V, NOLEI 


Dear OM Waldo: 


I enjoy the Beacon and read every 
word therein. Also enjoyed the 
Roundup. Long live CW. 


73 
Borge Haagensen 
SOWP 0664-V, VE7VB 


Dear Mr. Boyd: 


I enjoy reading The World Wireless 
Beacon, except for the article by Dick 
Dillman in the September '99 issue. 
Very sad that we had to end commer- 
cial Morse in North America! I ate, 
slept and lived with it for 24 years as 
radio officer in the Merchant Marine. 


Merry Christmas and a Happy 2000 to 
you and yours! 


Vy 73, 
Carl H. Brendel 
SOWP 4747-V 


Editor: 


From "the last Sparks...": happy holi- 
days and 73 to all. I feel rather frus- 
trated and have a big complex fearing 
to be left out of the community of 
"pioneer" RO's, not being a radio ama- 
teur. I did not feel like it when obliged 
to pass a test for my ham license when 
I retired after almost 20 years (on and 
off) as a ship's RO - from 1955 to 1965 
aboard Liberian flagged tankers and 
other ships of DK Ludwig's Universe 
Tankships/National Bulk Carriers , 
then from 1979 to 1990 in the US Mer- 
chant Marine (US flag, aboard the last 
Delta Line Santa Passenger ships and 
SeaLand's Container carriers). I would 
be very grateful if you could broadcast 
the following request through your ham 
networks and the Internet: I would like 
to meet any ex-radio ops who were 
sailing aboard Universe Tankships/ 
National Bulk Carriers of DK Ludwig's 
fleet between 1955 and 1965. Many 
thanks. Will pay my year/2000 dues in 
the coming weeks. 


Very cordial 73 to all of you 


Bob Lion 
SOWP 3138-M 
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Hi Waldo: 


I still enjoy life and reading the Bea- 
con. Keep up the good work. 


aS 
Tom Friedman 
SOWP 4861-P, ex W8FPL 


Dear Mr. Boyd: 


Enjoy immensely the most excellent 
publications and camaraderie of the So- 
ciety! My last ship assignment ended 
April 06, 1998 aboard the S/SLNG Li- 
bra/WDZG at the shipyard in Sakaide, 
Japan. Was laid-off permanently along 
with all the other Radio Officers of the 
LNG fleet operated by Energy Trans- 
portation Corporation of New York, 
NY. A new company comprised of a 
number of former ETC people, called 
Pronav is now operating the fleet of 
eight LNG ships. They are in the proc- 
ess of reflagging these ships foreign 
under the Marshall Islands registry. 


The M.E.B.A. (union) representing the 
licensed officers is of course attempting 
to stave off this reflagging. I might add 
that the M.E.B.A. who also represented 
all of the ETC LNG Radio Officers did 
absolutely nothing for them to try and 
save their jobs, secure severance pay, 
provide for retaining, or assist these M. 
E.B.A. members displaced from the 
maritime industry when their jobs were 
eliminated by the company (ETC). In 
other words, the M.E.B.A. simply 
turned its back on their Radio Officer 
members as if they had never existed. 
A total of sixteen Radio Officer jobs 
were lost without any help from the un- 
ion. Enough said! 


I'm happy to be at home where I can 
still operate CW on the amateur radio 


bands manually and without the need 
of a computer. I appreciate greatly your 
fine work and the efforts of the other 
officers of this fine society. 


God bless you all! Best wishes to the 
entire crew at S.O.W.P. HQ, and of 
course to founder Mr. Bill Breniman. 
May the new year bring only joy and 
contentment for everyone. 


Vy 73 
K.H. "Kemp" Righter 
SOWP 3562-M, K7UQH 


Society of Wireless Pioneers, Inc.: 


I have found the Newsletter very inter- 
esting, to say the least, and love read- 
ing about communications at sea in the 
days gone by. 


My age is 55 years. I have been at sea 
33 years, and this is my last day at 
home during my present ashore leave. 


-I have as usual been very active on the 


ham bands when home, as I love 
pounding brass, which we do not do 
anymore at sea. CW was the only 
mode we used on board my first vessel. 


I have served in the Norwegian Army 
Signal Corps 1964 to 1967, when I first 
went to sea on board an old Norwegian 
freighter, "Kingsville", that served U.S. 
East and West Coast, British Columbia 
and the Far East. I was in that trade 
from 1967 to 1970. 


In the fall of 1970 I went to sea on 
board a brand new chemical tanker 
"ANC Vile", sailing world wide. We 
did 5 trips around the world and many 
shorter trips all over, until I left that 
ship in 1973. 


Then I did a summer relief job in 1973 
on board the freighter "Biennia", trad- 
ing between northern Norway and 
Svalbard (JAW-land), loaded with coal 
and passengers. That was before the 


airport was built at Svalbard. The 
whole community was then frozen in 
during the winter months. 


Later in 1973 I sailed out on the maiden 
voyage on board the beautiful cruise 
liner "Royal Viking Sea", cruising 
world wide. I left that vessel late 1976. 


In early May 1977 I did the maiden 
voyage on board another Norwegian 
chemical tanker, "Bow Master" travel- 
ling Europe, including the Mediterra- 
nean Sea and North as well as South 
America. Later same year, 1977, I re- 
lieved on board the Norwegian cruise 
liner M/S Vistafjord, while the vessel 
was mostly cruising European ports, 
including the Mediterranean. 


In 1978 I relieved on board the Norwe- 
gian cruise liner "Sun Viking", and we 
cruised around the Caribbean Sea. I 
left that vessel a few months later when 
my relieve job was completed. Later in 
1978 I went back to the cruise liner 
"Royal Viking Sea" and remained with 
that vessel until I decided to resign 
from that company in 1989. We did 
world wide cruising all the time, and I 
firmly believe that no other vessel 
afloat visited more widespread ports 
than we did during those years. 


In 1990 I joined Crystal Cruises and 
spent 4 months in Japan during the fi- 
nal constructing time of the liner 
"Crystal Harmony", and sailed out on 
the maiden voyage with that liner later 
in 1990. I served on that vessel until 
late 1994. 


In early 1995 I went to Finland and 
stayed there during the final construc- 
tion time with the liner "Crystal Sym- 
phony", which I sailed out with on the 
maiden voyage in May 1995. I have 
been serving with that vessel up to date, 
only abrupted by vacations at home 
every now and then. I am now back to 
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re-join my vessel in Los Angeles on 
January 20th as we set out for our an- 
nual world cruise. 


Communications has changed com- 
pletely since I first shipped out. As you 
know, CW (Morse code) at sea was of- 
ficially abandoned by February lst 
1999. I enjoy joking about the fact that 
my vessel crossed the date line west- 
ward then, so we went directly from 
January 31st 1999 to February 2nd 
1999. Thus I never experienced the sad 
day, February lst, when CW being 
ruled out as a mode to use in the mari- 
time communications business. I was 
therefore NOT AFFECTED BY THIS 
DECISION. 


Actually we do only communicate on 
board via various satellites in several 
modes. Apart from voice communica- 
tions, FAX, E-mail, and various other 
data communications take care of our 
"written" communication needs. We do 
have radio gear on board, with radio 
telex and SB telephony, but it is only 
used once a week for testing purposes, 
to be standby as emergency backup in 
case of satellite trouble. 


On board a liner cruising world wide, 
where we are not under a limited 
"footprint" of a single satellite, the ves- 
sel still carries professional communi- 
cation people. Presently we are two 
Radio Officers, but I will not be sur- 
prised if the company removes one of 
the jobs. Whenever all the automatic 
systems works okay, it may be enough, 
but as soon as something unexpected 
happens, it is surely difficult to cope 
with the communication needs single- 
handed. 


On my limited free time, I still would 
have loved to work CW on the ham 


bands. As my vessel is Bahamian reg- 
istered for tax purposes, as so many 
cruise ships are these days, it makes it 
impossible for me to be active on the 
ham bands from the vessel. The Baha- 
mian authorities are very negative to 
ham radio, and deny me to operate, 
although both the Master, the ship 
owners and myself (CRO) are pro ham 
radio possibilities on board. Bahamas 
only allows a few nationalities to oper- 
ate under Bahamas flag, i.e. Ameri- 
cans, Canadians, Germans, Britons and 
whoever else, I can not remember. The 
rest of us are sidelined, even I, in spite 
of holding a professional Bahamian 1st 
class telegraph license. I have tried a 
few times to be allowed to operate 
maritime mobile in the ham bands, but 
I got a firm no. It is hard to understand 
this decision, but I have to obey. 
Therefore I am only QR. from home. I 
hope to meet some of you, who may 
read this, on the ham bands when I re- 
turn home to my native Norway in 
May 2000, when my vessel is sched- 
uled to call at Southampton, England. 


73 
Per A. Mikalsen 
SOWP 3851-M, LA3FL 


Dear Crew at SOWP: 


I look forward to receiving each issue 
of the W.W. Beacon, and devour every 
article. Much of the content evokes 
memories of my years at sea in WWII 
and later, as well as years that followed 
at WBF (Boston Radio) and at Int'l 
Common-Carrier Communications. 


Keep up the good work and enjoy a 
blessed Christmas Season. 


Paul Farris 
SOWP 4217-V, W1ZPI 


Dear Walt: 


Am now age 92, and don't expect to be 
here much longer, so just pay (dues) for 
one year at a time. Received Septem- 
ber issue of World Wireless Beacon 
today, and article about 'End of Morse 
Code at KPH' brought tears! 


I am enjoying several of the SOWP 
CW nets and the fellowship of many 
old timers, and some of the best Morse 
operators in the world. Many friends 
are NCS on the CW nets, such as Ben 
Russell N6SL, Warren Aubin KSDVQ, 
Dan WOABO, Mac WOAP, SP 
W8PQO, and Tom W8CCN. I served 
on tin can USS Borie back in the 30's. 
Navy ops were not very good on the 
key. I never could do much with a 
pump-handle key. Am now using two 
Vib. bugs, set up for two different 
speeds. If one gets dirty points I just 
switch to the other. Both are on line on 
the little Ten-Tec Scout, with a 40 me- 
ter double Zepp antenna. Get FB re- 
ports! 


Well, QRU for now. 


73 and God Bless! 
S.L. Reed 
SOWP 5168-P, W4DXB 


Waldo: 


I sure enjoy the publication. I keep 
saying one of these days I'll find the 
time to put up an antenna and get back 
on the air. I've only been retired 5 
years so not much of a chance yet. 


I sure enjoy the stories of others ex- 
ploits. Thanks for all you do to keep 
the communications coming along. 


Kindest regards 


Clark D. Crawford 
SOWP 5397-TA, N7EDB 
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Dear Editor: 


The recent demise of CW must have 
been the saddest blow to radio opera- 
tors world wide. 


I think I had a small part in the closing 
of commercial traffic when Pan Ameri- 
can decided to handle commercial traf- 
fic from their aircraft and then a few 
months later decided to cancel the 
event. No advertising had been printed 
so very few people, including PAA em- 
ployees did not know that such a ser- 
vice was considered at one time. 


As Flight Radio Officer on a flight to 
Sydney, Australia, the captain and copi- 
lot argued about which city received the 
most rainfall. Since I knew that I could 
use KSF in SFO, I talked them into 
sending a telegram to the chief pilot in 
Seattle asking him to check the winner. 
I had no trouble contacting KSF on a 
marine frequency. We got an answer in 
a few hours. We wondered why PAA 
did not provide this service at the time. 
I was given a radio officer's frank that I 
used to alert my wife in Palo Alto when 
I would be arriving at SFO. 


Enclosed are copies of telegrams I sent 
my wife and the radio officers frank. 


I believe these were the first and last 
commercial messages sent from a com- 
mercial flight as PAA cancelled the ser- 
vice after a few months without ever 
advertising it. 


Thanks for the interesting stories in 
SOWP. The sea stories are always 
great reading. 


Yours truly 
Arthur Prado 
SOWP 4337-P 


COMMENTS CON- 
CERNING LOSS OF 
THE R/O 


Erika Master mentions loss of RA- 
DIO OFFICER as significant 
aoeneenne Forwarded message ---------- 
received from Ted Phelps 
SOWP 0881-P, W8TP 


The following was published in the 
February 8, 2000 edition of Lloyds List 


Erika Master attacks money culture 
Andrew Spurrier Paris 


Karun Mathur, master of the Erika, has 
spoken out for the first time since the 
loss of the tanker about the difficulties 
of modern-day seafarers aboard ships 
such as the Erika, claiming that their 
profession is "dominated by money". 
Captain Mathur, who left France for 
his home in India yesterday after hav- 
ing been freed from the judicial control 


~ under which he was placed after the 


break-up of the Erika last December 
12, told a French newspaper about life 
aboard the Erika and about his disillu- 
sionment with the seafaring profession. 
"No-one dares say certain things but 
the profession has changed a lot," he 
said. "Everything moves too quickly. 
Everything is dominated by money." 


He made no direct criticism of the 
owners of the Erika, but said that cer- 
tain owners were obsessed with cost- 
cutting to the point where crews were 
reduced to "below the threshold of 
safety and endurance". On the Erika, 
his responsibilities had extended to the 
management of food supplies and com- 
position of the crew's menu. Previ- 
ously, this work had been carried out 
by a staff of five or six people, he said. 
The crew of the Erika itself had com- 
prised 26 members, compared with 60 
aboard tankers in the past. 


"Only Indian national flag ships still 


keep 50 or so members but it is be- 
cause they are less well paid than in the 
private companies," he said. Captain 
Mathur spoke about the weight of pa- 
perwork which had to be completed 
amid other duties during ever- 
shortening periods at sea between 
ports. 


He revealed that the Erika had been the 
first ship under his command not to 
have a radio officer and that this ab- 
sence had weighed on him during the 
hours preceding the vessel's break-up. 
The ship's communications were man- 
aged electronically but Captain Mathur 
said: "During the storm, I felt how 
much I was short of a man." He said 
that he wanted to continue in the pro- 
fession but that he was not sure that 
another shipping company would ac- 
cept him after the loss of the Erika. If 
he did not find another master's post, 
he would like to "contribute to improv- 
ing ship safety", he said. Up to 30,000 
people took part in a demonstration in 
the city of Nantes over the weekend to 
protest at the pollution caused by the 
break-up of the Erika. 


Participants in the demonstration, 
which was supported by some 50 or- 
ganizations, including seafarers’ or- 
ganizations, trade unions and political 
parties, were particularly virulent in 
their criticism of the charterer of the 
Erika, the TotalFina oil group. 


They called on the government to take 
tough measures to improve safety con- 
ditions in the shipping industry and 
demanded a meeting with government 
ministers due to take part in excep- 
tional inter-ministerial environmental 
and shipping meetings in Nantes at the 
end of this month. Rina, the Italian so- 
ciety that classed the Erika, said last 
night it fully supported proposals put 
forward by the American Bureau of 
Shipping to get tough on older vessels. 
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SILENT KEYS 


With Deep Regret, we report the 
passing of the following SOWP 
members as they join our Chap- 
ter Eternal. We send our sincere 
sympathies to those they held 
dear. 


ASHLEY, Arthur R. 0351-P, 
W4EXS, Oakton, VA. No date 
or details. Reported in QST, 
January 2000. 


BRENNAN, William 2708-V, 
WB2IRB, Rouses Point, NY. 1 
December 1999, no details. Age 
83. Reported by Paul Jefferson 
SOWP 5606-TA 


BUCY, Roy T. 3108-SGP, 
W7VM, Des Moines, WA. No 
date or details. Reported in 
QST, March 2000. 


BURRELL, John E. 2230-SGP, 
K6WO, San Clemente, CA. No 
date or details. Reported in 
QST, January 2000. 


DAILY, Laurence A. 0632-P, 
W6KZJ, San Carlos, CA. No 
date or details. Reported in 
QST, March 2000. 


KEYS, John W., Sr. 4124-V, 
KCSWR, Clinton, MS. 6 De- 
cember 1999 of renal cancer. 
Age 73. Reported by his wife 
Evelyn C. Keys. 


STE: 


JOHNSON, David L. 4671-V, 
W7HV, Seattle, WA. 26 De- 
cember 1999, no details. Age 
78. Reported by W7CO on West 
Coast Net 30 December 1999. 


MacKENZIE, John R. 3738-V, 
KA7FEE, Portland, OR. No 
date or details. Reported in 
QST, March 2000. 


MYHRE, Robert 4794-P, 
WD4XC, Crossville, TN. 11 
March 1999 after lingering ill- 
ness in hospital. Reported by 
Ace Winter 3506-P. 


NOLAN, John C. 4078-SGP, 
KEOEK, Denver, CO. No date 
or details. Reported in QST, 
January 2000. 


RUNKLE, Elza G., Jr. 4805-P, 
NOIXM, Orrick, MO. No date 


or details. Reported in QST, 
January 2000. 
SEALE, Jack K.  3192-V, 


WS5SKT, Quitman, TX. 26 July 
1999 of Mesothelomia (a form 
of asbestosis). Reported by his 
wife Ann R. Seale. 


VAUGHN, Alfred T. 2735-V, 
W7GIN, Lynwood, WA. No 
date or details. Reported in 
QST, February 2000. 


March 2000 


WALLACE, Leona 5472-TA, 
WA6OHB, Las Vegas, NV. 10 
August 1999, age 84. Reported 
by Waldo T. Boyd SOWP 2958- 
P, K6DZY, and in QST, January 
2000. 


WILSON, Paul M. 1625-V, 
W4HHK, Collierville, TN. No 
date or details. Reported in 
QST, March 2000. 


WINTER, David W. 2126-P, 
W2AUF, Wood Haven, LI, 
NY. 06 January 2000, no de- 
tails. First ship was SS Henry 
Mallory in 1930. Awarded the 
Marconi Memorial Gold Medal 
of Achievement in 1991. Re- 
ported by niece Joyce Spencer 
and Earl Korf, 0613-SGP. 


Silent Key Reporting 


Please send reports to SOWP 
Exec. Sec'y Waldo T. Boyd., P. 
O. Box 86, Geyserville, CA 
95441-0086. If available, in- 
clude date, age of deceased and 
cause of passing. 
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X-34 
by L C Weismiller 
SOWP 1910-V 


LOCALE: Western Air Command 
Hatrs #2 Group 
Victoria, BC Nov. 1942 


Day 1: 

I had just completed my ground wire- 
less course in Montreal, Quebec -- 
posted to Victoria BC where myinitial 
introduction to "live" transmission was 
on the weather channel. A great place 
for novices to learn the ropes. Slow and 
lazy, 10 to 12 wpm bykey or bug. Day 
1 completed, enjoyable, happy, 
confident --what else?!! 


I had noticed that some of the other cir- 
cuits wereawfully busy, and I wondered 
quietly when I'd be proficient enough te 
step up a little. They seemedto be han- 


dling paper as if it was coming off a 
roll. 


Day 2: 

I was fully expecting to go back on the 
weather orsome other quiet circuit but 
the staff sergeant arriving for shift ex- 
plained he was short-handed and I'd 
have to go on the busy Prince Rupert 
BC circuit, and that he realized I was a 
beginner but to do thebest I could. I 
was to call for him if I had any prob- 
lems. Ok. Thanks! (I sat down at the 
key.) 


We exchanged initials. I was LCW and 
he was WAR (Wm. A. Roberts). I 
should have known to expect anything 
with initials like his. 


He broke into 30 - 40 wpm. I became 
so flustered all I could do was "Break - 
Break - Break." I guess he thought I 
was hopeless -- and I was. 


So then he started sending X-34 X-34 
X34. I hadn't even learned my X sig- 
nals at that point so I had to call the 
sergeant for help. 


I said, "What does X34 mean? I'm 
talking to WAR." 


"Move over. Let me talk to Bill," the 
Staff Sgt. said. He didn't tell me what 
X34 meant other than to say laugh- 
ingly, "...he just wants to talk to some- 
one in authority." 


Later, during the day, I managed to 
look in the book to see what X34 stood 
for. It was, "Put on a competent opera- 
tor!" 


Eventually, over time, Bill (WAR) and 
I became buddies over the air and got 
along very well. But I'll never in my 
life forget that number! X34 is burned 
into my memory for keeps! 
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